Linearity
Seven dilutions were prepared from normal donor blood by mixing with the diluent used for SF-3000. The white blood cell count, red blood cell count, and platelet count decreased with increasing dilution (see figure 5 ). Linearity was observed in the ranges of 9"9-844"4 x 102/l.tl) for the white blood cell count, 12-744 x 104/gl) for the red blood cell count, and 1"7-67"6 (x 104/gl) for the platelet count.
Comparison of the SF-3000 and SE-9000 blood counts
The correlations for the complete blood counts between the SF-3000 and SE-9000 analysers are shown in table 1. They ranged from 0"780 to 0"989.
Comparison of SF-3000 and the routine differential counts
Data from the SF-3000 and by the routine method were compared on 118 samples. The correlations between the two methods were good (figure 6).
Discussion
The most novel feature of SF-3000 haematology analyser is that it uses a semiconductor laser as its light source. Routine method (%) Figure 6 . Correlations between the SF=3000 and the authors' routine method for white blood cell dierentials (N 118).
